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THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF GERMANTOWN, WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. That the title of Section 12.07 is renumbered to Section “12.07a” and revised from 

“ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT LICENSE” and all uses of the term “license” therein are 
amended to read “permit”; 

 
 
SECTION 2. That Section 12.07b is to be created as follows: 
 

Section 12.07b ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE. 
 
(1) Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  

 
Soundproof means any physical arrangement or configuration of an area within the 
interior and/or exterior of a building that is sufficient to prevent the sound of live 
entertainment or amplified sound from constituting loud and unnecessary noise as 
defined in Section 9.07.  

 
(2) When Required; Application; Fee; Term; Exemption.  

(a) Any business establishment, including those that sell alcoholic beverages, that 
provides live or recorded music, conducts performances or other activities that 
create sound for the entertainment of its customers on a regular basis, and for 
which an Entertainment Permit may is not applicable, shall obtain an 
Entertainment License from the Village.  

(b) An application for an entertainment license shall be made to the Village Clerk in 
the name of the business establishment.  

(c) The annual fee shall be as established by the Village Board [a minimal fee 
necessary to cover Village staff time and processing costs is recommended; 
likely in the $50 to $250 range].  

(d) This license is renewable on an annual basis on or before each October 1. A late 
penalty of twenty-five (25) percent of the original fee shall be paid per month (in 
whole or in part) and shall be assessed for a license payment made after 
October 1 and each month thereafter.  

(e) An establishment is exempted from the requirements of this section if it 
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Village that it has soundproofed the area 
of the building or premises, or, if the sound is produced is from a single self-
contained jukebox, radio or other similar digital music player or device and said 
player or device is not attached to a speaker or other sound system that 
amplifies and/or projects the sound to other areas in or around the building or 
premises.  
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(3) Denial; Violations.  
(a) No person, business or entity is entitled to an entertainment license who has had 

a previously issued license revoked or suspended for a period of twelve (12) 
months after the date of suspension or revocation unless otherwise and 
specifically provided for in the written decision to suspend or revoke said license.  

(b) A misrepresentation in the application for an entertainment license, as well as 
any other violation of the terms and conditions of this division shall upon 
conviction be punishable in accordance with applicable section(s) of the Village 
Code.  

 
(4) Revocation or Suspension.  

(a) If the holder of an entertainment license is found to be in violation of or pleads no 
contest to a violation of Section 9.07 for loud and unnecessary noise three (3) 
times within any consecutive 12-month period and the noise violations are music 
related, the Public Safety Committee of the Village Board may determine 
whether to revoke or suspend for a period of time the license holder's 
entertainment license. Before reaching a decision, the Committee shall:  
1. Afford the license holder notice a public hearing of the matter and a 

reasonable opportunity to be heard;  
2. Consider the license holder's record of noise violations;  
3. Consider the seriousness and recurrence of all past and present noise 

violations;  
4. Consider the degree of disturbance on persons or neighboring property 

owners.  
(b) The Public Safety Committee’s decision to revoke or suspend an entertainment 

license shall be issued in writing and shall inform the license holder of the right to 
appeal the decision to the Village Board. A written appeal must be filed with the 
Village Clerk within ten (10) days of the receipt of the Committee’s decision. The 
Village Board shall have the ability upon appeal to reverse or affirm, wholly or 
partly, or modify the determination made by the Committee and may make any 
necessary further decisions respecting the subject of the appeal and, to that end, 
shall have all the powers as the Committee regarding such matter pursuant to 
subsection (a) above. An appeal shall not stay the Committee’s decision unless 
the Committee’s decision specifically provides for a stay upon an appeal. If a 
license is revoked or suspended and the establishment continues to provide live 
or recorded amplified music without a license, the Village is authorized to declare 
the business establishment a public nuisance and take whatever legal means 
are necessary and available to abate said nuisance, including seeking an 
injunction from the circuit court.  
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SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force the day after its passage and 
publication, as provided by law. 
 
 
Introduced by Trustee:   
 
Adopted:   
 
Vote:  Ayes:   Nays:     

 
 
____________________________________ 
Dean M. Wolter, Village President 

 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  ATTEST: 
__________________________  ___________________________________ 
Brian C. Sajdak, Village Attorney  Barbara K. D. Goeckner, Village Clerk  
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