
MEETING: AMENDED-REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

DATE AND TIME: Wednesday, October 25, 2023     6:30 PM 
LOCATION: Germantown Village Hall Board Room 

N112 W17001 Mequon Road  

  

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: This meeting has been given public notice in accordance with
Section 19.83 and 19.84, Wis. Stats, in such form that will apprise the general public
and news media of subject matter that is intended for consideration and action.

The Committee of the Whole Meeting was called to order by President Dean Wolter at
6:30 PM.

II. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Trustee David Baum, Trustee Phil Hudson, Trustee Terri Kaminski, Trustee
Jan Miller, Trustee Rick Miller, Trustee Bill Neureuther, Trustee Jolene Pieper(via
WebEx), President Dean Wolter
Also Present: Village Administrator Steve Kreklow, Finance Director Matthew
Uselding, Deputy Clerk Kasie Miller, Police Chief Mike Snow, Fire Chief John Delain,
Wastewater Superintendent Tim Zimmerman, Highways Superintendent Scott
Anderson, Washington County Sherif Martin Schulteis, Washington County Captain
Robert Stuesser.
Absent:
Excused: Trustee Dennis Myers

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

A. October 24, 2023

Motion: Approve the October 24, 2023 Minutes as presented 
Motioned By: David Baum 
Seconded By: Phil Hudson 

Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Bill Neureuther, 
Jolene Pieper, Dean Wolter 
No: None 
Abstain: None 

Motion Passed (Yes 8, No 0, Abstained 0)  
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IV. 2024 WRAP UP AND PROPERTY TAX LEVY   
  

Administrator Kreklow and Finance Director Uselding presented the outstanding 
topics, funding required, and potential available funds to the Board. 
 
  

 A. Wrap-Up Departmental Review  
  

ITEM 1: DISPATCH SERVICES 
Washington County Sheriff Schulteis and Washington County Captain Streusser gave 
a presentation regarding Dispatch Services.  Schulteis expressed his thoughts and 
prayers to all who have assisted or supported the efforts at Kennedy Middle School 
and expressed the County's willingness to support the Village of Germantown in any 
way possible.  Regarding Dispatch Services - Schulteis assured the Village they would 
receive the same level of Dispatch Services and emphasized this was a partnership 
and not a takeover.  He highlighted the NextGen 911 System, that the County already 
has the infrastructure in place and ready to go live, and a general timeline of how the 
Village's Dispatch would be phased in by the end of May 2025.  Schulteis requested to 
keep the growth of the Village in mind when making its decision, including the growth 
of the Dispatch Center and need for services.  NextGen 911 would have all 911 calls 
be answered by the Village, where the County currently receives and delegates 
cellphone 911 calls initially.  It is difficult and not fair to expect one Dispatcher to 
efficiently and effectively answer all calls (emergent and non-emergent), radio traffic 
from police and fire, and provide medical assistance over the phone(such as CPR 
Instructions).  Schulteis advised the new software, the cost of additional radio consoles 
and furniture, and annual maintenance costs need to be considered as the State 
Grants would only apply to one center, which would be given to the County.   
  
Trustees were concerned with the current Village Dispatcher's job security and were 
assured the Village would have 4 Administrative Assistant jobs available for 
application after the phase out, and they would be able to apply for the three positions 
the County would create but would not automatically be granted the 
positions.  Trustees were also concerned about leaving the Police Station unstaffed 
during the third-shift hours. However, it was pointed out that Safe Rooms have been 
created at many Police Stations statewide for residents, and that phones were 
available at the Police Stations which were directly connected to the County Dispatch 
Center.  Trustee Pieper pointed out that with a new Police Department building, not 
having a Dispatch Center designed and built in would save money - per Kreklow an 
estimated $500 per square foot.  Kreklow advised that with NextGen infrastructure it 
would cost at least $400,000 to keep Dispatch in Germantown, outside of the need for 
additional staffing.  Wastewater Superintendent Tim Zimmerman previously brought 
concerns to the Board regarding afterhours calls and responding to water main breaks 
and sewer emergencies.  Zimmerman talked with 12-15 different communities to see 
how calls were handled.  As Washington County was not currently going to handle 
contacting the Village's DPW, Zimmerman advised the Village to use an offsite call 
center like what Hartford uses now. 
  
Police Chief Snow addressed current staffing issues with Dispatch, and that with the 
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integration of NextGen 911, additional staffing would be needed. Chief Snow will 
support the Board and its decision, but requests to ensure the Village of Germantown 
Dispatch Center is taken care of, whether consolidated with the County or not. 
 
Motion: Approve Dispatch Consolidation with Washington County per the presented 
timeline, and to follow the Village of Germantown's Budget as presented in regards to 
Dispatch.  
Motioned By: Bill Neureuther 
Seconded By: Terri Kaminski 
 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Rick Miller, Bill Neureuther, Jolene 
Pieper, Dean Wolter 
No: Jan Miller 
Abstain: None 
 
Motion Passed By Roll Call Vote (Yes 7, No 1, Abstained 0) 
 
  
ITEMS 2A, 2B: ADDITIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONELL 
2A) The Board first discussed adding four Police Officers by utilizing State 
Transportation Aid, TID Taxy Levy, and part of the Street Tree budget.   Trustees were 
concerned about where the funding would come from next year and concerned that 
the tree budget would permanently be behind.  Highways Superintendent Scott 
Anderson advised that tree planting/replacement was only four years behind, and next 
year a salt reduction could be a possible budget solution. Kreklow and Uselding 
advised that the State Transportation Aid allotted for 2024 was higher than anticipated 
and, although it can fluctuate, it should remain steady. 
 
Motion: Approve using $118,000 State Transportation Aid, $150,000 TID Tax Levy, 
and $46,000 from the Street Trees budget to be earmarked for Police Department 
Staffing  
Motioned By: Phil Hudson 
Seconded By: Rick Miller 
 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Bill Neureuther, 
Jolene Pieper, Dean Wolter 
No: None 
Abstain: None 
 
Motion Passed By Roll Call Vote (Yes 8, No 0, Abstained 0) 
 
  
2B) Fire Chief Delain expressed concerns that if all the fire staffing requests were left 
to a referendum and it were not to pass, that his immediate needs would not be 
fulfilled, and the Fire Department would continue to experience shortages.  If the 
referendum were to pass, it would be at least 18 months until the Fire Department 
were to have additional staffing. Delain expressed that three positions now would be 
optimal, however, two would still support the Fire Department’s immediate 
need.   Trustees discussed utilizing the Fire Protection fee and it was ultimately 
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decided that not all residents of the Village use water/sewer services due to private 
wells and septic and would be unfair to charge part and not all the residents.   
 
Motion 1: Approve taking funds equally from both the Seal Coating Project and ARPA 
Fund to be earmarked to fund 2 Fire Fightghers. 
Motion By: Phil Hudson 
Seconded By: David Baum 
  
Motion 2: To Amend the Motion and take funds equally from both the Reserves and 
the ARPA Fund to be earmarked to fund 2 Fire Fighters. 
Motion By: Terri Kaminiski 
Seconded By: Rick Miller 
 
Motion 3: To Amend the Amendment and take 1/3 of funds from the Reserves and 2/3 
from the ARPA Fund to be earmarked to fund 3 Fire Fighters. 
Motion By: Jan Miller 
Seconded By: David Baum 
 
Results of Motion 3: 
Yes: David Baum, Jan Miller 
No: Bill Neureuther, Phil Hudson, Jolene Pieper, Rick Miller, Terri Kaminski, Dean 
Wolter 
Abstain: None 
Motion To Amend the Amendment Failed (Yes 2, No 6, Abstained 0) 
 
Results of Motion 2: 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Dean Wolter 
No: Bill Neureuther, Jolene Pieper 
Abstain: None 
Motion To Amend Passed (Yes 6, No 2, Abstained 0) 
 
Results of Motion 1: 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Dean Wolter 
No: Bill Neureuther, Jolene Pieper 
Abstain: None 
Motion Passed As Amended (Yes 6, No 2, Abstained 0) 
 
 
ITEM 3: LIBRARY AND RECREATION PART-TIME AND PROGRAMMING; ARPA 
BUDGET 
Trustees Neureuther, Kaminski, and Jan Miller felt the Library and Recreation 
Department could both benefit from some money to try and restore hours and some 
services/programming.  Uselding notes that ARPA funds could not be used for 
salaries, only for the creation of new positions, and that monies would have to be cut 
somewhere from the General Fund.  The Library’s patio project could use ARPA funds 
if it met the ARPA Fund threshold for Capital Projects, however, this project was not in 
the budget as donations were to be used to fund it.  Trustee Hudson felt that the 
Library and Recreation services improve the community and cautioned not to 
continually cut these in future budgets. 
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Motion 1: Approve the remaining Budget items as presented 
Motioned By: David Baum 
Seconded By: Terri Kaminski 
 
Motion 2: Amend the Motion to include $60,000 from ARPA Fund Arpa to go to Alt 
Bauer Park for the resurfacing of 2 existing tennis courts and conversion of 1 tennis 
court into 2 pickleball courts.  
Motioned By: Rick Miller 
Seconded By: Phil Hudson 
 
Results of Motion 2: 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Jolene Pieper, 
Dean Wolter 
No: Bill Neureuther 
Abstain: None 
Motion To Amend Passed (Yes 7, No 1, Abstained 0) 
 
Results of Motion 1: 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Rick Miller, Dean Wolter 
No: Jan Miller, Bill Neureuther, Jolene Pieper 
Abstain: None 
 
Motion Passed As Amended (Yes 5, No 3, Abstained 0) 

V. 2024 PUBLIC SAFETY REFERENDUM   
 

 

 A. Alternative Public Safety Staffing Referendum Questions  
  

Administrator Kreklow discussed that a referendum would be needed to be placed on 
the April 2024 ballot in order to fulfill the additional staffing needs of the Police and Fire 
Department.  Kreklow confirmed with the Board that if the referendum passed, that the 
additional personnel wouldn't start until 2025.  An informal RFP(request for proposal) 
would be sent out to advertising companies to present costs to the Board by 
November 20th. Kreklow will also check with neighboring municipalities their language 
used in similar recent referendums and would present a draft of the referendum by the 
November 6th meeting. 
  

VI. APPROVAL OF PUBLICATION OF 2024 PROPOSED BUDGET NOTICE   
 

 

 A. Public Hearing Notice  
  

Uselding provided a proposed notice that would be sent to the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel as well as the local Germantown Express paper.  The changes made tonight 
will be reflected in the publication, however, approval is needed now to authorize 
publication ahead of the November 20, 2023 Public Hearing Meeting. 
 
Motion: Approve Submittal of the Public Notice to be published 
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Motioned By: David Baum 
Seconded By: Phil Hudson 
 
On roll call vote: 
Yes: David Baum, Phil Hudson, Terri Kaminski, Jan Miller, Rick Miller, Bill Neureuther, 
Jolene Pieper, Dean Wolter 
No: None 
Abstain: None 
 
Motion Passed (Yes 8, No 0, Abstained 0) 
  

VII. NEXT MEETING DATE IF NEEDED:   
  

No additional Committee of the Whole Meeting is needed for 2023.  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:    
  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 PM.  
 




